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		 Update
May 27, 2009
	
		Reminder:

 

Follow us on Twitter!!

 

http://twitter.com/P15Cathy
 

 

Progressive 15
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

Sage Strategies
 

Check out my new blog.

www.sagestrategies.wordpress.com
 

I will be updating it periodically with what I hope you will find to be useful information.  

 

My company works in the areas of non profit administration; government grant oversight and reporting; and business success and growth.  My primary focus is entities in rural Colorado.

 

 

Spotlight your business or association or county or city here.  Send article of 100-120 words  to Cathy. 
 

	
		STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS - - WHERE DECISIONS ARE MADE!     
 

July 15th  -  Julesburg   
· Ag, Water & Natural Resources 
· Local Government 
· Health & Human Services
July 22nd - Hudson
· Transportation & Energy 
· Business Affairs & Labor 
· Education 
 

Start thinking about ideas you might have for resolutions or policy statements that you would like to have considered at the standing committee meetings.  
 

· Resolutions are on are a more specific subject and more formal 

· Policy statements are general statements of  beliefs 

· Principles - usually developed in concept and then other groups are found to join in and finalize

(Examples of  all are on our website to give you ideas. Currently we are working on resolutions for support of CRP and Enterprise Zones. )
 These resolutions and policy statements give us guidance as new bills are introduced each year in session.  If we already have a position it is quicker and much easier to take action.

 In order for you to have your idea considered you will need to get them to the office by the 1st of July.   Have an idea, but not sure how to put it down, let us know and we will help you.

 

Also the standing committee meetings might have a speaker and will review current resolutions, policy statements, etc. to see if they need changed or renewed or deleted.

 

This is the one set of meetings where decisions are made and voting is done - each member gets one vote.

 

Registration is already available on our website under meetings and events.  $20/person per meeting or both meetings for $30/person.

 

Sponsors Needed:    $75 each includes 2 registrations
 

WANTED: 
1. Looking for local artists in each county.  We are going to use their artwork as recognition for our Alumni of the Plans and Legislative Hall of Fame from now on.  If you know someone in your county let us know and we will contact them.
2. Co-chair for Local Government standing committee
3. Stories on your business or community or organization  (100-120 words)
PROGRESSIVE 15 NEWS  
Progressive 15 took the following new positions on Federal legislation:
· Resolution Supporting CRP
· Developing a position papers on :
· Opposition of S787 To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to clarify the jurisdiction of the United States over waters of the United States"  
· Mike Coffman's bill HR 1908 To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for property
certified by the Environmental Protection Agency under the WaterSense program. 

· Opposition to HR 2454 American Clean Energy & Security Act of 2009
ALSO:

1. Have been working with ag people and congressional delegation on the potential threat to NE Colorado's economy in regard to the closure of New Frontier Bank.  

2. If you would like a copy of the actual bills above to review, let Cathy know at cathy@progressive15.org 

3. Final of report on 2009 Colorado legislation is on our website.  

4. As the position papers are done on the federal legislation will post them on our website. 

5. Gathering information on the ARRA program and the money's potentially available for our region. 

6. Developing a white paper on the true benefits (or not) of the enterprise zone in our region from a business perspective to either be prepared for potential cuts to the program or have alternatives on deck.

CONGRESSIONAL REGIONAL CONTACTS 

 

Pamela Shaddock for Senator Mark Udall - Pamela_Shaddock@markudall.senate.gov   Based in Greeley   

 

 

Meg Corwin for Senator Mike Bennet - Margaret_Corwin@bennet.senate.gov  Based in Ft. Collins

 

Mac McGraw for Senator Mike Bennet - Mac_McGraw@bennet.senate.gov  Based in Ft Morgan

 

Andy Merritt for Rep Mike Coffman - andy.merritt@mail.house.gov
 

Ken Bennett for Rep Betsy Markey - ken.bennett@mail.house.gov
 

Trina McConnell for Rep Betsy Markey -  970-522-0203   based in Sterling

 

FALL CONFERENCE PREVIEW 

HOT!   HOT!    HOT!

 

September 17-18, 2009      Castle Rock
 

Exploration of the  following topics and their impacts on NE Colorado, followed with a hands on, interactive segment on "what would we do".
 
· Climate Change 
· Regional Development (community & economic) 

· State's Fiscal Structure
Alumni of the Plains will be honored at Thursday night dinner and Board Meeting will be Thursday morning
 NOW SECURING:    1) Nominations for Alumni   2)  Sponsors
PROGRESSIVE 15 CALENDAR
 


 

  

Month
Date
Event
Location
January
28
Legislative Day at the State Capitol
Denver
April
16-17
Spring Conference
Burlington
 
 
 
 
June
19
Board Meeting   10 am - 2 pm
Holyoke
 
 
 
 
July
15
Standing Committee Meeting (Ag, Natural Resources, Water; Health & Human Services; Local Government)
Julesburg
 
 
 
 
 
22
Standing Committee Meeting (Business Affairs & Labor; Education; Transportation & Energy)
Hudson
 
 
 
 
September
17-18
Fall Conference
Castle Rock
 
 
 
 
October / November
TBA
County Member Caucuses (to elect board reps and discuss county specific issues)
Morgan, Weld, Phillips, Sedgwick, Kit Carson, Washington, Logan
 
 
 
 
December
7
Strategic Planning Meeting (Board/Alternates, Committee chairs/ co chairs)   10 am - 3 pm
Fort Morgan
  

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
NEWS: 

Do you know a woman who's an exceptional business or community leader?  Nominate her for Northern Colorado Women of Influence.   They must live in Northern Colorado and nominees have to be received by June 15th to be considered.    Nomination form is at www.ncbr.com  by clicking on events under departments.

 Governor's Jobs Cabinet will be in Sterling at NJC on June 4th from 9:00 - 10:30 to give an update and listen to public comment.   To RSVP  call 303-956-1964 or e mail amy.mitchell@state.co.us
 

Colorado Rural Health Center presents a one day rural health conference supplemented by 3 optional workshops the day prior on grant writing, health information and data or critical access hospital quality improvement will be in Fort Morgan on June 25-26.   http://www.coruralhealth.org/crhc/events/ACregistration.pdf
 

Mining presentation from Spring conference is now on our website at www.progressive15.org/news.htm
 

 

Colorado Tourism Office has opening on two newly formed committees:  the Advertising, Marketing & Public Relations and the Travel Resources & Interactive Marketing committee.  Submit your letter of interest to Kristin Berryman  K.berryman@state.co.us by June 4th

 

Rep Markey introduces the Small Business Assistance in Debt Act (AID) which will permit small business owners to access capital and tap into equity locked in their commercial real estate due to the financial and banking crisis.  This will allow qualified small businesses to temporarily use the SBA's 504 loan program to refinance their existing conventional loans.

 

 

SBA expands eligibility for 7(a) loans effective through September 30, 2010.  For more information visit www.sba.gov/size/indexwhatsnew.html
 

Democrat Daniel Kagan, a Denver attorney was elected to replace retiring State Representative Anne McGihon from House District 3

 

Senators Udall and Bennet, Rep Markey, USDA Secretary Vilsap, Governor Ritter and Ag Commissioner Stulp have been working diligently on the New Frontier Bank closing and the impact on NE Colorado.   Thank you from Progressive 15

 

Joe Blake, Denver Metro Chamber President and CEO and Progressive 15's good friend has been named the finalist as Colorado State University Chancellor.    We look forward to working with him in his new position.

 

ARRA Transportation money includes projects in Lincoln, Douglas, Larimer, Sedgwick, Weld, Adams and Arapahoe 

 

Governor Ritter announces plan for Recovery Act investments in Colorado's new energy economy.  See our website for the report presented in Brush.   www.progressive15.org/news.htm
 

Rep Markey introduces bi-partisan small business health insurance bill  H.R. 2360 which aims to make health insurance more available and affordable for small businesses and their employees.

 

Governor's Commission on Community Service releases the results of a year-long needs assessment on community service, volunteerism and civic engagement.   http://www.colorado.gov/gccs/neeedsassessmentreports.html
 

Arapahoe County is trying a unique approach to stimulate loans by depositing county funds into banks to lend out to local businesses.   The program is open to any locally controlled bank that can guarantee funds will be lent inside the county.  

 

Detailed report on the opportunities for Coloradans through the ARRA is available at www.colorado.gov/recovery
 

The public scoping period for the Regional Watershed Supply Project (Million Conservation Resource Group) has been extended to July 27, 2009.  Written comments will be accepted via mail or e mail to mcrg.eis@usace.army.mil    updates on project are available at https://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/eis-info.htm
 

Rep Betsy Markey co sponsors local radio freedom resolution H.Con.Res 49 supporting the Local Radio Freedom Act, which seeks to block a proposal to impose new fees on ratio stations for airing music free to listeners.

 

Secretary of State Bernie Buescher Wants Your Input.  He is soliciting citizens for a "Best Practices and Vision" elections advisory commission.   To apply send a letter of interest with crenditials by fax to 303-869-4861. 

 

 

Housing Colorado Now! Conference is seeking applications for Resident Leader Scholarships.  Submit a letter of interest by e mail to conference@housingcolorado.org
 

the Colorado Health Institute will offer a September 16th workshop in Greeley on how to display health or populations data in map form.   To register http://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/GIS
 

USDA-RD - Community Connect program grant applications are due June 19th.  From $50,000 to $1 million this program was created to help rural residents tap into the tremendous potential of the Internet.   www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/commconnect.htm
 

USDA-RD - Rural Cooperative Development grant applications due June 29th.  Up  to $200,000 may be awarded to colleges, universities and non-profit groups to create and operate centers that help individuals or groups establish, expand or operate rural businesses, especially cooperatives.  www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops.httm
 

USDA-RD - Effective May 1 Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Douglas, Jefferson and Larimer counties will be serviced by the Wray USDA in Wray Colorado  970-332-3107

 

USDA-RD - Water project funding available in rural cities and towns with populations of 10,000 or less.  Contact your local RD office

 

USDA-RD - Applications for grants to conduct energy audits under the Rural Energy for American Program are being accepted through June 9th.  Contact your local RD office

 

USDA-RD is accepting applications for grants to help low and very low income rural residents repair their homes through July 10th.    mary-summerfield@co.usda.gov
 

Colorado Area Health Education Center System announces The Colorado Trust Health Professions Scholarship Program.  A 2 year scholarship to assist graduate level health professions students.    To apply:  http://hschealth.uchsc.edu/ahec
 

Bighorn Leadership Development program presents:   Executive Rural Health   They will offer an "executive" program focusing on public policy development and advocacy with an emphasis on rural health.  Applications due by June 15th   http://outreach.colostate.edu/bighorn/
 

 

Senator Brandon Shaffer will replace Peter Groff as Senate President 

Colorado Regional Health Information Organization will be the entity to receive health information technology funds through the ARRA and shall provide leadership and coordination of health information technology related efforts across Colorado  www.corhio.org
If you are a minority or woman owned business make sure your business is registered in the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade's Small Business Directory - It is free   www.advancecolorado.com - click on business resources; then Minority and Women-Owned Business; then Finding Minority & Women Owned Businesses 

CHFA brings Stimulus Dollars to Homebuyers through the CHFA JumpStart program for first time home buyers.   jmartinez@chfainfo.com
Summer Youth Employment program funded by ARRA - contact your local workforce center for more information  

Colorado Film Commission wants to market all parts of the state  - send your digital photos by e mail to laura.grey@coloradofilm.org
Governor's Energy Office (GEO) will allocate a portion of the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act funds to "shovel-ready" energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.  For more information check out our website at www.progressive15.org
See new ruling from Ethics Commission on Accceptance of a Fellowship from a non profit on our website at www.progressive15.org/news.htm
 

 

 

 

EVENTS:
  Jun 8-10th   Colorado Counties Summer Conference - www.ccionline.org 

  Jun 16-19th   Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference - Vail   www.cml.org 

  Jun 25-26th   Rural Health Conference in Fort Morgan    aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jun 25-26  Colorado Livestock Association "Protein for Profit" Convention 

  Jul 16-17  Rural Health Conference in Alamosa   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jul 23rd   Water and Health - Emerging Contaminants, Endocrine Disrupters   edrew@rcac.org 

  Aug 6-7th  Rural Health Conference in Glenwood Springs   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 27-28th  Rural Health Conference in Rocky Ford   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 28 - Sep 7th  Colorado State Fair 

  Sep 10th  Greening Infrastructure:  Sustainable Water Infrastructure  edrew@rcac.org 

  Sep 11-12th  Club 20 Fall Conference 

  Sep 25-26th  Action 22 Annual Conference 

  Oct 14-16th  Governor's Tourism Conference 

  Oct 13-16th Housing Colorado Annual Conference   Breckenridge  www.housingcolorado.org 

MEMBERSHIP
 

 Thanks to the new and renewing members who have invested in Northeastern Colorado. 
 
2009  New Members - Our Goal 1 New Member from Each County
 

Adams 

Arapahoe 

     Central Colorado Area Health Education 01/09 
     Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association 03/09
Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Kit Carson 

     Norma Pankratz
Elbert 
Larimer 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Morgan 

      Fort Morgan Area Chamber of Commerce  02/09
Phillips 
Sedgwick 
Washington

Weld 

       KnockOut Partners Real Estate  01/09 
       The Wild Animal Sanctuary   3/09

Yuma 

       Rural Communities Resource Center  4/09
Statewide 

 

Reinvestments: 

 

Prairie Development Corp                    Perry Buck                           Dennis & Debby Coryell

Colorado Rural Health Center              Mike Benson                      Don Rutledge

Newland Communities                          Kindra Mulch                      Dean Wingfield

Lewis Frank                                             Banner Health                     NE CO Assoc of Local Gov

City of Wray                                           Denise Denton                   NE Colorado Chapter of COGA

Cleta Hinner-Felzien                              K.C. Electric                         James Scholl

Anderson and Chapin, P.C.

 

 

TO GO FAST - GO ALONE        -               TO GO FAR - GO AS A GROUP 
 
 Joining Progressive 15 is a small investment in a group that is advocating for the interests of Northeastern Colorado.
 
In the coming year as economic times are tough, it is even more important for you and your business to be a part of a group that will continually keep the best interests of our region in front of our state and federal elected officials and state and federal agencies.  
 
Give yourself the gift of access and knowledge by joining us.
 
 www.progressive15.org/membership.htm
 
 

REWARDS
 

Membership drives have turned out to be "non starters" with the momentum hard to keep up and everyone being so busy.  However, I do want to reward those who help grow the organization.   So - no more deadlines or contests - just a reward system.

 

 

· 1st new member recruited - Progressive 15 cap or visor 

· 3rd new member recruited - Progressive 15 t shirt or sweatshirt 

· 5th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Golf or Denim Shirt 

· 7th new member recruited - Progressive 15 tote briefcase or zippered leather notebook 

· 10th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Jacket

 

1 new member:

 

Barry Gore                             Deni Coryell                                         David Foy

Don Rutledge                       Chuck Rech   (2)                                   Kari Linker

Mitch Albert

 

3 new members:
 

5 new members:
 

10 new members:
SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
· Spring Conference 

· Standing Committee Meetings 

· Fall Conference 

· Website Advertising  

· Resource Directory Advertising  

Sponsorship/Advertising Reservation Form:    www.progressive15.org/meetingsevents.htm 
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