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		Progressive 15 Update
March 3, 2009
	
		Reminder:

 

We Change to Daylight Savings Time on March 8th
 

Standing Committee Members will get a weekly update on the bills we are following and their status.   If you haven't signed up for a standing committee yet, let Cathy know at cathy@progressive15.org
 

 

Others may go to our website to access the Bill Dossier at www.progressive15.org  We have separate dossiers for each standing committee on our home page.

  

If you know of a bill you think we should be tracking and it isn't on the list, let us know.

 

The website link is updated every night to give you the most up-to-date information.

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

United AgriCarbon    Danyel Brenner
At the intersection of agriculture and the green industry is United AgriCarbon (UAC). UAC's mission is to educate farmers and ranchers about creating income from the carbon stored in the soil, commonly referred to as a carbon credit.
Over the years, farmers and ranchers have utilized conservation protocols which hold carbon in the soil (for example, a no-tillage practice).   Due to minimal ground disturbance, the captured carbon becomes a credit or offset and is a commodity marketable to large carbon dioxide emitters.  As these companies work toward solving their pollution problem, they purchase offsets to balance out the net effects of their greenhouse gas emissions.
The bottom line? By partnering with United AgriCarbon, farmers and ranchers can sell carbon credits to an international and US market. 

 

 

Spotlight your business or association or county or city here. Send article of 100-120 words  to Cathy.
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Can You Assist With Progressive 15's List?

 

Looking for sponsors for Spring Conference:  Levels  $1000; $750; $500 and $250

Looking for a co-chair for the Local Government Standing Committee


Looking for a member who might have printing capabilities who would be willing to print our Resource Directory in trade for a full page ad in the directory or for a minimal cost.  Directory will have a two year shelf life when done.

Looking for local artists in each county.  We are going to use their artwork as recognition of our Alumni of the Plans and Legislative Hall of Fame from now on.  If you know someone have them contact us.

 Compiling a list of small entrepreneurs who work in public relations, communications, desktop publishing, marketing, etc.  If you know someone have them contact us.

	
		PROGRESSIVE 15 NEWS 
 
·  2009 Standing Committees Co Chairs 

· Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources  Deni Coryell and  Ron Tech 

· Business Affairs & Labor   Abel Chavez and Richard O'Connell 

· Local Government  Mayor Jack Darnell and 

· Transportation & Energy   Randy Grauberger and Kari Linker 

· Education  Dr. Kerry Hart and Patricia Vice 

· Health & Human Services   Kindra Mulch an
· Not raising rates is not something to brag about  (Thanks to a phone call from Geoff at Morgan County REA I realized I should have said a long term focus of not raising rates) 

· Progressive 15 has taken the following positions for this legislative session: 

· Support of SB 108 the Governor's FASTER legislation.  Major changes in the bill include removing the indexing on fees for bridge and road safety; total removal of the Mileage Based Revenue Commission and Pilot.   While not addressing all the needs it is a start without redirecting money allocations already in place.  We will continue to study other funding proposals as they arise.  LAST MINUTES CHANGES HAVE CAUSED US SOME CONCERN AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE PROCESS FOR ALLOCATION OF THIS MONEY.  WE HAVE SHARED OUR CONCERN WITH OUR PARTNERS AND THE GOVERNOR 

· Support of HB 1255 regarding the role of DOW in connection with the new Oil & Gas Regs.  Power should rest with the Commission with other state agencies just providing input.  THIS BILL WAS "POSTPONED INDEFINITELY" IN COMMITTEE
· Support - HB 1010  - Expanding Film Production in Colorado 
· Support - SB 171 - Customized training program for new energy economy will help our community colleges and create a trained workforce for jobs in the region
· Support - SB 173 - Tourism is a large part of economic development in our region even if we aren't a destination location.   Some discussion surrounded the need to make sure all areas of the state have opportunity to be funded.
· Continuing to Monitor HB 1001 - We understand rural jobs have been dropped to 5.  We still have some concerns that we haven't been able to convey a true understanding of rural economies.   One or two jobs can make a major difference in the local economy and some areas will only get that impact from expansion or retention of existing jobs rather than new business.    
· Standing Committee Conference Call Schedule
·  March 10th     3:30 pm   Health and Human Services 
·  March 10th      3:00 pm  Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources 
· March 10th       2:00 pm   Local Government
·  TBD                                 Business Affairs and Labor Force
·  TBD                                 Transportation and Energy
· TBD                                   Education
PROGRESSIVE 15 CALENDAR
 

  

Month
Date
Event
Location
January
28
Legislative Day at the State Capitol
Denver
 March
 10th
 Local Gov Standing Committee
 Conf Call
 
 
Ag, Water, Natural Resources Standing Committee
Conf Call
 
 
Health & Human Services
Conf Call
April
16-17
Spring Conference
Burlington
 
 
 
 
June
TBA
Board Meeting
Holyoke
 
 
 
 
July
15
Standing Committee Meeting (Ag, Natural Resources, Water; Transportation & Energy; Local Government)

Julesburg
 
 
 
 
 
22
Standing Committee Meeting (Business Affairs & Labor; Education; Health & Human Services)

Hudson
 
 
 
 
September
17-18
Fall Conference
Castle Rock
 
 
 
 
October / November
TBA
County Caucuses (to elect board reps and discuss county specific issues)

Morgan, Weld, Phillips, Sedgwick, Kit Carson, Washington, Logan
 
 
 
 
December
7
Strategic Planning Meeting (Board/Alternates, Committee chairs/ co chairs)

Fort Morgan
 

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
NEWS: 

· USDA - RD invites applications for distance learning and telemedicine grants by March 24th   www.usda.Gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dlt.htm 
· 2009 Boards and Commissions Book now available online describing opportunities for Coloradans to serve on nearly 300 panels.   www.colorado.Gov/governor and click on Offices of the Governor  - appointed from the Progressive 15 region
· Maury Dobbie of Fort Collins to State Board of Community Colleges 

· Michael J. Schliep of Brighton to Colorado State Fair Authority Board of Commissioners 

· Hon Sharol Lyn Deal of Fort Morgan to Colorado Scenic and Historic Byways Commission

· Senator Michael Bennet Announces Rosemary Rodriguez as his new Colorado State Director.  She will join Jeff Lane, Chief of Staff and Sara Kendall Hughes, Deputy Chief of Staff 

· Governor Bill Ritter establishes Colorado Economic Recovery Accountability Board to ensure funds received from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act are spent effectively and transparently.  More information can be found at www.colorado.gov/recovery 

· New information has been posted on Progressive 15's website:  www.progressive15.org/news.htm 

· Independent Ethics Commission on the following subjects: 

· Gifts from Lobbyists 

· University Professors 

· Lunch with lobbyist 

· Lunches 

· Travel

· 125 Bridges by County 

· From the Colorado Ag Outlook Forum 

· Economic Outlook for Colorado Ag 

· Agricultures Strategic Role in Feeding and Fueling a Growing World 

· Colorado Agriculture Exports 

· Future Directions for US Ag Crops and Livestock
· Governor Bill Ritter signed SB 108 into law on March 2nd which allow the state to repair unsafe bridges and roadways. 

· CoRHAC - Colorado Rural Health Advocacy Coalition of which Progressive 15 is a partner has generated the following White Papers: 

· Diabetes Disparities in Rural Colorado 

· Health Insurance Affordability in Rural Colorado 

· Oral Health Access in Rural Colorado
EVENTS:
· March 2-3rd   2 Day Summit on the Economy and New Opportunities for the Non Profit Sector in Colorado, Regis University  to register  www.our3.org 

· March 5-6th  RMLUI Annual Land Use Conference, Denver   www.law.du.edu/rmlui 

· March 10th Colorado Water Roundtable Discussion Workforce Issues Impacting Small Systems,  Denver   For more information  edrew@rcac.org or to register  www.rcac.org under Trainings and Events 

· March 11th   2009 Lower South Platte Water Symposium at NJC in Sterling  Request a registration form at 970-345-0508 or 970-345-2287 

· March 18th  Sterling Workforce Center Annual Job Fair  -  to register your business call 970-522-9340 

· March 27th  2009 TeleHealth Symposium   www.coruralhealth.org 

· Apr 3-4th   Club 20 Spring Meeting 

· Apr 6-8th  -10th Annual Colorado Rural Health Clinics Forum  April 6-8, 2009 in Lakewood   www.coruralhealth.org 

· April 23rd - Workshop to Help Colorado Food Companies Market Products   8-5 at Community College of Aurora   www.coloradoagriculture.com 

· Apr 29-May 1st   Economic Developer's Council of Colorado  -  Grand Junction  http://edcconline.org 

· May 3-4 - Colorado's Safety Net:  Building and Monitoring Caring Communities  Golden  info@coloradohealthinstitute.org 

· May 14th  Climate Change Impacts on Small Systems    edrew@rcac.org 

· Jun 8-10th   Colorado Counties Summer Conference - www.ccionline.org 

· Jun 16-19th   Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference - Vail   www.cml.org 

· Jun 25-26th   Rural Health Conference in Fort Morgan    aw@coruralhealth.org 

· Jul 16-17  Rural Health Conference in Alamosa   aw@coruralhealth.org 

· Jul 23rd   Water and Health - Emerging Contaminants, Endocrine Disrupters   edrew@rcac.org 

· Aug 6-7th  Rural Health Conference in Glenwood Springs   aw@coruralhealth.org 

· Aug 27-28th  Rural Health Conference in Rocky Ford   aw@coruralhealth.org 

· Aug 28 - Sep 7th  Colorado State Fair 

· Sep 10th  Greening Infrastructure:  Sustainable Water Infrastructure  edrew@rcac.org 

· Sep 11-12th  Club 20 Fall Conference 

· Sep 25-26th  Action 22 Annual Conference 

· Oct 14-16th  Governor's Tourism Conference 

· Oct 13-16th Housing Colorado Annual Conference   Breckenridge  www.housingcolorado.org 

MEMBERSHIP
 

 Thanks to the new and renewing members who have invested in Northeastern Colorado. 
 
2009  New Members
 

Adams 

Arapahoe 

     Central Colorado Area Health Education 
     Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association 
Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Kit Carson 

Elbert 
Larimer 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Morgan 

      Fort Morgan Area Chamber of Commerce
Phillips 
Sedgwick 
Washington

Weld 

       KnockOut Partners Real Estate
Yuma 
Statewide 

 

Reinvestments for January -March 2009  
 
  Washington County

 Morgan County REA

 Plains Telephone

 City of Aurora

 Highline Electric Assoc

 Bank of Colorado

 Robert Bledsoe

 Xcel Energy

 Union Pacific

 First National Bank-Hugo

 High Plains Bank

 Curt Soehner

 Ann Soehner

 Town of Hugo

 Mitch Albert

 Lucile Bledsoe

 Colorado Association of Realtors

 Tri State Generation & Transmission

 Morgan County Economic Development

 Mountain View Electric

 Eastern Colorado Workforce

 Don Ament

 Grant Bledsoe

 Burlington Record

 Allen Mitchek Feed

 United Power

 Morgan County

 NE Colorado Housing

 Sedgwick County

City of Yuma 

 
 
 
 Douglas County

 City of Brush

 Rural Solutions

 Town of Bennett

 Yuma County

 First Pioneer National Bank - Holyoke

 Ports to Plains

 City of Holyoke

 PC Telecom

 Trevor Tuell

 Arapahoe County

 CHFA

 Centennial AHEC

 YW Electric

 East Central COG

 Lincoln County

 Northeast Colorado Health Department

 Town of Akron

 Phillips County

 Town of Limon

 Town of Julesburg

 Town of Hillrose

 PowerTech

 Lincoln Manor B & B

 Colorado Rural Health Center

 Mike Benson

 


 

TO GO FAST - GO ALONE        -               TO GO FAR - GO AS A GROUP 
 
 Joining Progressive 15 is a small investment in a group that is advocating for the interests of Northeastern Colorado.
 
In the coming year as economic times are tough, it is even more important for you and your business to be a part of a group that will continually keep the best interests of our region in front of our state and federal elected officials and state and federal agencies.  
 
Give yourself the gift of access and knowledge by joining us.
 
 www.progressive15.org/membership.htm
 


 

REWARDS
 

Membership drives have turned out to be "non starters" with the momentum hard to keep up and everyone being so busy.  However, I do want reward those who help grow the organization.   So - no more deadlines or contests - just a reward system.

 

 

1st new member recruited - Progressive 15 cap or visor 

3rd new member recruited - Progressive 15 t shirt or sweatshirt 

5th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Golf or Denim Shirt 

7th new member recruited - Progressive 15 tote briefcase or zippered leather notebook

10th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Jacket

 

1 new member:

 

Barry Gore

Deni Coryell

David Foy

Don Rutledge

Chuck Rech   (2)

 

3 new members:

 

5 new members:

 

10 new members:

SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
· Spring Conference 

· Standing Committee Meetings 

· Fall Conference 

· Website Advertising  

· Resource Directory Advertising  

Sponsorship/Advertising Reservation Form:    www.progressive15.org/meetingsevents.htm 

	
			
			
			
			

	


