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Progressive 15 Update
January 30, 2009
Dear Catherine,
Reminder:

 

 

Standing Committee Members will get a weekly update on the bills we are following and their status.   If you haven't signed up for a standing committee yet, let Cathy know at cathy@progressive15.org
 

 

Others may go to our website to access the Bill Dossier at www.progressive15.org/news.htm 

 

At this site you will be able to print off a list of legislation we are watching including a summary; title; sponsors; fiscal impact; committee hearing schedules, etc.

 

Let us know what you think of this program.   If you know of a bill you think we should be tracking and it isn't on the list, let us know.

 

The website link is updated every night to give you the most up-to-date information.

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

Olsson Associates - Ron Teck


Olsson Associates is an engineering and design firm that has been creating public and private projects throughout the United States for more than 50 years. Olsson offers services in numerous disciplines, including water resources, land development, urban design and planning, wastewater, transportation, environmental, power/electrical, and community consulting. 
 
We believe in the power of collaboration. We listen to our clients and project stakeholders. We hire the best people and trust them to perform at top levels. We've created an environment where ideas flourish. All these things result in projects that more than satisfy our clients, keep our employees challenged and happy, and create better communities for all of us.

 

Spotlight your business here.  Send synopsis to Cathy.
Progressive 15
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PROGRESSIVE 15 NEWS 
 
·  2009 Standing Committees Co Chairs 

· Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources  Deni Coryell and  Ron Tech 

· Business Affairs & Labor   Abel Chavez and Richard O'Connell 

· Local Government 

· Transportation & Energy   Randy Grauberger and Kari Linker 

· Education  Dr. Kerry Hart and Patricia Vice 

· Health & Human Services   Kindra Mulch and
· Progressive 15 is a Contributing Sponsor at the Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture on February 19th and will have a booth at the event.  If your company has items they would like to include to give away-make sure they are sent to Cathy by February 10th. 
· Thank you to Debbie Knudsen, Town of Cheyenne Wells, Cheyenne County, Melanie Worley, Douglas County and John Metli, Elbert County for your work on behalf of Progressive 15.  We will miss you on the board.  The membership within those counties will soon be selecting someone to represent them on the board.  If you are a member from one of those 3 counties and have an interest, contact us.
· Cathy will be in California the week of February 2nd.  She will have access to e mail and will have her cell phone with her if you need to make contact before she returns to the office on February 9th.
· Progressive 15 has been invited to a meeting with Senator Bennet on the future of agriculture in our region.
· Progressive 15 has been invited to provide input on a program called "Backseat Budgeter".   Go to www.engagedpublic.com     Is an interesting process.
· Progressive 15 joined Heartland Expressway at a level to obtain a seat on the steering committee.
PROGRESSIVE 15 CALENDAR
 

  

Month
Date
Event
Location
January
28
Legislative Day at the State Capitol
Denver
 
 
 
 
April
16-17
Spring Conference
Burlington
 
 
 
 
June
TBA
Board Meeting
Holyoke
 
 
 
 
July
15
Standing Committee Meeting (Ag, Natural Resources, Water; Transportation & Energy; Local Government)
Julesburg
 
 
 
 
 
22
Standing Committee Meeting (Business Affairs & Labor; Education; Health & Human Services)
Hudson
 
 
 
 
September
17-18
Fall Conference
Castle Rock
 
 
 
 
October / November
TBA
County Caucuses (to elect board reps and discuss county specific issues)
Morgan, Weld, Phillips, Sedgwick, Kit Carson, Washington, Logan
 
 
 
 
December
7
Strategic Planning Meeting (Board/Alternates, Committee chairs/ co chairs)
Fort Morgan
  

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
NEWS: 

· Governor Ritter's Budget-Balancing Plan includes 1 billion worth of proposed cuts: 

· Keep vacant or eliminate 540 FTE positions 

· Impose 5 day furlough days 

· Withhold salary increases for 26,000 state employees 

· Close 210 bed Colorado Women's Correctional Facility in Canon City 

· Close 192 bed Rifle Correctional Facility 

· Sell a department owned 1000 acre ranch with water rights in Chaffee County 

· Delay the April 2010 opening of Colorado State Penitentiary II in Canon City 

· Delay the opening by one year the expansion of the Denver Reception Diagnostic Center 

· Close the 20 bed general hospital at the Colorado Mental Health Institute 

· Close the 20 bed therapeutic Child Care Facility at Fort Logan 

· Reduce an earlier request for increased funding for developmental disability services 

· Reduce K-12 funding by $126 million 

· Reduce state higher education funding by $100 million 

· Reduce medicaid expenditures, provider rates and reimbursement obligations 

· Suspend outreach efforts and reduce funding for Children's Basic Health Plan Plus 

· Temporarily suspend Senior Property Tax Homestead Exemption 

· Eliminate funding for Colorado Student before and After School Program 

· Re-institute a $10-$15 user fee for gun background checks for CBI
· Energy Grants awarded to City of Greeley to conduct a feasibility analysis for the development of a "Greeley Clean Energy Park" 

· Governor names former State Rep Alice Madden as Colorado's New Climate Change Coordinator - The position was funded through private grants from the Hewlett, Denver and Energy foundations 

· Senator Michael Bennet will be serving on the following committees:  Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Special Committee on Aging; and, Homeland Security and Government Affairs 

· Rep Markey opens the 1st of four district offices: 

· 123 North College Avenue, Suite 220, Fort Collins 80524   Open house on February 1st from 1 - 3 pm.  Other offices will be in Greeley, Sterling and Lamar
· Governor Ritter and Secretary of  State Buescher announce launch of new one-stop Colorado businessexpress website.   www.colorado.gov/cbe 
· Annual publication promotes farms and farmers' markets - Deadline to be listed is February 1st and the fee is $25 to be included  loretta.lopez@ag.state.co.us 
· USDA - RD invites applications for distance learning and telemedicine grants by March 24th   www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dlt.htm 
· 2009 Boards and Commissions Book now available online describing opportunities for Coloradans to serve on nearly 300 panels.   www.colorado.gov/governor and click on Offices of the Governor 
 

EVENTS:
· 10th Annual Colorado Rural Health Clinics Forum  April 6-8, 2009 in Lakewood   www.coruralhealth.org 
· RMLUI Annual Land Use Conference  March 5-6, 2009 Denver  www.law.du.edu/rmlui 
· Action 22 Annual Conference - September 25-26 

· Economic Developer's Council of Colorado  -  April 29-May 1  Grand Junction  http://edcconline.org 

· Colorado Counties Summer Conference - June 8-10    www.ccionline.org 

· Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference - Vail  June 16-19  www.cml.org 

· Governor's Tourism Conference    October 14-16 Housing Colorado Annual Conference - October 13-16 in Breckenridge  www.housingcolorado.org 

· Elevate 2009:  Climate Change and the New Frontiers of Urban Development - Feb 26-27  www.colorado.edu/law/elevate/ 

· Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture  - February 19th  www.colorado.gov/ag/forum 

· Colorado State Fair - August 28 - Sep 7, 2009 

· 12th Annual Saving Places Conference  February 6th   www.coloradoPreservation.org 

· State Historical Fund Grant Workshops 

· Denver - February 4th  9 am to 12 noon   RSVP  303-866-2825 

· Sterling - February 10   10:00 - 3:30     RSVP  303-866-2825
2009 TeleHealth Symposium   March 27th     www.coruralhealth.org  

 

MEMBERSHIP
 

 Thanks to the new and renewing members who have invested in Northeastern Colorado. 
 
2009  New Members
 

Adams 

Arapahoe 

     Central Colorado Area Health Education
Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Kit Carson 

Elbert 
Larimer 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Morgan 

      Fort Morgan Area Chamber of Commerce
Phillips 
Sedgwick 
Washington

Weld 

       KnockOut Partners Real Estate
Yuma 
Statewide 

 

Reinvestments for January -March 2009  
 
  Washington County

 Morgan County REA

 Plains Telephone

 City of Aurora

 Highline Electric Assoc

 Bank of Colorado

 Robert Bledsoe

 Xcel Energy

 Union Pacific

 First National Bank-Hugo

 High Plains Bank

 Curt Soehner

 Ann Soehner

 Town of Hugo

 Mitch Albert

 Lucile Bledsoe

 Colorado Association of Realtors

 Tri State Generation & Transmission

 Morgan County Economic Development

 Mountain View Electric

 Eastern Colorado Workforce

 Don Ament

 Grant Bledsoe

 Burlington Record

 Allen Mitchek Feed

 United Power

 Morgan County

 NE Colorado Housing

 Sedgwick County

City of Yuma 

 
 
 
 Douglas County

 City of Brush

 Rural Solutions

 Town of Bennett

 Yuma County

 First Pioneer National Bank - Holyoke

 Ports to Plains

 City of Holyoke

 PC Telecom

 Trevor Tuell

 Arapahoe County

 CHFA

 Centennial AHEC

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 

TO GO FAST - GO ALONE        -               TO GO FAR - GO AS A GROUP 
 
 Joining Progressive 15 is a small investment in a group that is advocating for the interests of Northeastern Colorado.
 
In the coming year as economic times are tough, it is even more important for you and your business to be a part of a group that will continually keep the best interests of our region in front of our state and federal elected officials and state and federal agencies.  
 
Give yourself the gift of access and knowledge by joining us.
 
 www.progressive15.org/membership.htm
 


 

REWARDS
 

Membership drives have turned out to be "non starters" with the momentum hard to keep up and everyone being so busy.  However, I do want reward those who help grow the organization.   So - no more deadlines or contests - just a reward system.

 

 

1st new member recruited - Progressive 15 cap or visor 

3rd new member recruited - Progressive 15 t shirt or sweatshirt 

5th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Golf or Denim Shirt 

7th new member recruited - Progressive 15 tote briefcase or zippered leather notebook

10th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Jacket

 

1 new member:

 

Barry Gore

Deni Coryell

David Foy

Don Rutledge

Chuck Rech   (2)

 

3 new members:

 

5 new members:

 

10 new members:

SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
· Spring Conference 

· Standing Committee Meetings 

· Fall Conference 

· Website Advertising  

· Resource Directory Advertising  

Sponsorship/Advertising Reservation Form:    www.progressive15.org/meetingsevents.htm 




