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		Progressive 15 Update
February 13, 2009
	
		Dear Catherine,
Reminder:

 

 

Standing Committee Members will get a weekly update on the bills we are following and their status.   If you haven't signed up for a standing committee yet, let Cathy know at cathy@progressive15.org
 

 

Others may go to our website to access the Bill Dossier at www.progressive15.org/news.htm 

 

At this site you will be able to print off a list of legislation we are watching including a summary; title; sponsors; fiscal impact; committee hearing schedules, etc.

 

Let us know what you think of this program.   If you know of a bill you think we should be tracking and it isn't on the list, let us know.

 

The website link is updated every night to give you the most up-to-date information.

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

Burlington Colorado - WE LOVE COMPANY!   Transportation hub for the eastern plains of Colorado nestled between Interstate 70, connecting east to west and US Highway 385, connecting the south to north.  Health hub for the eastern plains  of Colorado with a newly remodeled hospital, a dialysis treatment center, veteran's clinic, rehabilitation for physical and mental necessities,  four practicing physicians. Opportunity hub with Midwest Farms hog operation, Kit Carson Correctional facility, Agriculture, Retail, Services, Historical hub of landmarks,  Kit Carson County Carousel, the US National Armory are nestled between Municipal event/Education MCC center, Old Town, (a replica of eastern plains history with actual restored facilities,) golf, baseball, bowling, basketball, skate park, swimming.  Burlington Colorado- WE LOVE COMPANY. 
 

 

Spotlight your business or association or county or city here. Send article of 100-120 words  to Cathy.
In This Issue
Progressive 15 Requests
Progressive 15 News
Progressive 15 Calendar
News & Events From Around The State
Membership
Opportunities
Progressive 15 Requests 

 
1.  Looking for a member who might have printing capabilities who would be willing to print our Resource Directory in trade for a full page ad in the directory or for a minimal cost.  Directory will have a two year shelf life when done.
2.  Looking for local artists in each county.  We are going to use their artwork as recognition of our Alumni of the Plans and Legislative Hall of Fame from now on.  If you know someone have them contact us.

 3.  Compiling a list of small entrepreneurs who work in public relations, communications, desktop publishing, marketing, etc.  If you know someone have them contact us.

 

4.  Looking for sponsors for Spring Conference:  Levels  $1000; $750; $500 and $250

 

 

Progressive 15
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		PROGRESSIVE 15 NEWS 
·  2009 Standing Committees Co Chairs 

· Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources  Deni Coryell and  Ron Tech 

· Business Affairs & Labor   Abel Chavez and Richard O'Connell 

· Local Government 

· Transportation & Energy   Randy Grauberger and Kari Linker 

· Education  Dr. Kerry Hart and Patricia Vice 

· Health & Human Services   Kindra Mulch and
· Progressive 15 is a Contributing Sponsor at the Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture on February 19th and will have a booth at the event.  If your company has items they would like to include to give away-make sure they are sent to Cathy. 
· Cathy on behalf of Progressive 15 attended a meeting with Senator Bennet on the future of agriculture in our region along with several other groups representing agriculture interests.  Thank you to the Senator for the opportunity.  Discussions included the following topics:
·  Encourage programs that don't throw other ag entities under the bus

· Free trade should be fair trade - environmental restrictions harsher for us than other counties

· Ag acts as travel agents for immigrants - brings them in legally through H2A programs and then they disappear into country - Should be better enforcement

· Endangered Species Act - abused by radicals

· Any stimulus program should include counties and municipalities

· Clean Water Act

· Climate Change - Ag Air Quality 

· Funding of the Akron Research Station

· Infrastructure build out to be able to handle the new energy economy for ag to be able to take advantage of new sources of income

· Cathy on behalf of Progressive 15 attended a meeting of the Rural Community Assistance Corp which covers 13 western states to provide input on the needs of rural communities.   Thanks to Flo Raitano, who is on the RCAC board for the invitation.  Among the highlights were the following ideas/information/discussions:
·  Conservation credits to address use or loose water rights issues

· Training and planning should be included as project costs

· Bank of America to invest $50 billion in rural and Native American areas

· Regionalize O & M staff

· Circuit Riders for Water inspections/regulations

· 3rd party management or buyers for infrastructure

· Not raising rates is not something to brag about

· Sell off biofuel from wastewater plants for revenue

· RD currently has $3 billion in projects in the pipeline and could receive $3.9 billion to address them with stimulus plan.  However looking for projects for anticipated 2nd half of stimulus - water and wastewater projects

· Future leadership needs to be empowered, mentored and trained and a succession/transition plan should be in place

· Progressive 15 has taken the following positions for this legislative session:
· Support of SB 108 the Governor's FASTER legislation.  Major changes in the bill include removing the indexing on fees for bridge and road safety; total removal of the Mileage Based Revenue Commission and Pilot.   While not addressing all the needs it is a start without redirecting money allocations already in place.  We will continue to study other funding proposals as they arise.  Based on info from CCI and CDOT here is the estimated share (remember these things change rapidly) for our counties:
· Adams    $1,412,225

· Arapahoe  $1,252,597

· Cheyenne  $265,279

· Douglas    $1,832,572

· Elbert    $512,205

· Kit Carson  $497,600

· Larimer   $1,533,866

· Lincoln  $406,572

· Logan  $645,313

· Morgan $508,787

· Phillips  $211,640

· Sedgwick  $175,457

· Washington  $570,994

· Weld  $1,857,183

· Yuma  $548,756

· Support of HB 1255 regarding the role of DOW in connection with the new Oil & Gas Regs.  Power should rest with the Commission with other state agencies just providing input.
· Progressive 15 sets first standing committee conference calls.  If you have not already signed up for a committee please e mail cathy@progressive15.org so you will get the agenda, support materials and call in number.  

·  February 17th   10 am   Health and Human Services 

· February 20th  11 am     Business Affairs and Labor Force

· February 23rd   10 am    Transportation and Energy

· February 23rd   3 pm      Agriculture, Water & Natural Resources

· February 25th   2 pm      Education

· February 25th   3 pm     Local Government

PROGRESSIVE 15 CALENDAR
 

Month
Date
Event
Location
January
28
Legislative Day at the State Capitol
Denver
 
 
 
 
April
16-17
Spring Conference
Burlington
 
 
 
 
June
TBA
Board Meeting
Holyoke
 
 
 
 
July
15
Standing Committee Meeting (Ag, Natural Resources, Water; Transportation & Energy; Local Government)
Julesburg
 
 
 
 
 
22
Standing Committee Meeting (Business Affairs & Labor; Education; Health & Human Services)
Hudson
 
 
 
 
September
17-18
Fall Conference
Castle Rock
 
 
 
 
October / November
TBA
County Caucuses (to elect board reps and discuss county specific issues)
Morgan, Weld, Phillips, Sedgwick, Kit Carson, Washington, Logan
 
 
 
 
December
7
Strategic Planning Meeting (Board/Alternates, Committee chairs/ co chairs)
Fort Morgan
  

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
NEWS: 

· USDA - RD invites applications for distance learning and telemedicine grants by March 24th   www.usda.Gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dlt.htm 
· 2009 Boards and Commissions Book now available online describing opportunities for Coloradans to serve on nearly 300 panels.   www.colorado.Gov/governor and click on Offices of the Governor  Newly appointed from the Progressive 15 area
· Raju Jairam of Fort Collins to Colorado Civil Rights Commission
· Timothy H. Wolfe of Littleton to Colorado Tourism Office Board of Directors
· Renny Fagan, for State Director for Senator Salazar & Bennet to lead the Colorado Nonprofit Association
· The R2C2 final report and findings can be found at www.dot.state.co.us/railroadstudy/default.asp
· 2007 Census of Agriculture Results - Full Report available at www.agcensus.usda.Gov    Colorado information:
· 37,054 farms with average size of 853 acres
· Average ag principal operator is 57 years old
· 18.7% of farms had women as principal operators
· 30,164 individual operators; 3,762 partnerships; 2,342 corporate operations with the balance in cooperative, estate, trust or institutional operations
· Harvested cropland was up 35.5%
· Livestock, poultry and their products accounted for 67.3% of the market value of ag products sold
· From the Colorado Department of Agriculture

·  Dee Jensen of Fleming was the grand prize winner in the Colorado Agriculture Annual Photo Contest
· Fun Fact:   a hive of bees flies over 55,000 miles to bring you one pound of honey
· Help monitor Colorado's climate by measuring rain and snow from your home, business, farm or ranch by joining Colorado State University Weather Watch at www.cocorahs.org
· Colorado Agriculture and Rural Leadership Program   www.agsci.colostate.edu/carl/carl.html
· Senator Michael Bennet announces locations of Colorado Senate Offices.  Those in Progressive 15 area are:
· North Central Regional Office, 11 Old Town Square, Suite 260, Ft Collins, 80524  Phone 970-224-2200; Fax  970-224-2205
· High Plains Regional Office, 109 East Railroad Avenue #4, Fort Morgan 80701  Phone 970-542-9446; Fax   970-542-3088
· Denver Metro Regional Office,  230 15th St, Suite 450, Denver 80202  Phone303-455-7600; Toll Free  866-455-9866; Fax 303-455-8851
· Offices will also be in Grand Junction, Durango, Pueblo, Alamosa, Colorado Springs
·  Congresswoman Betsy Markey and Congressman Mike Coffman has signed on as a co-sponsor of a bill that would block the automatic cost of living increase in the salaries of members of Congress.
· Lt Gov Barbara O' Brien unveils monthly podcast on education reform.   www.colorado.Gov/ltgovernor
· From the Denverpost.com with Colorado Department of Labor and Employment as the source jobs picture looks a little better in rural Colorado
· From the Colorado Hospital Association 2008 Colorado Hospital Community Benefits Report
· Inject more than $20 billion into the state's economy yearly
· Employ more than 62,000 workers
· Provide inpatient care to more than 555,000
· Serve 9 million outpatients annually
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Unemployment rates for December show that many rural counties, from south-central
Colorado to the Wyoming border, have fewer job losses per capita than the Front Range,
including Denver and Colorado Springs. The rates shown are not seasonally adjusted.
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EVENTS:
· Feb 17th Business Finance and Counseling Forum at The Ranch in Loveland  Includes one-on-one counseling  Contact Office of Economic Development for more information   virginia.davis@state.co.us 

· Feb 19th   Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture   www.colorado.Gov/ag/forum 

· Feb 27-27th   Elevate 2009: Climate Change and the New Frontiers of Urban Development  www.colorado.edu/law/elevate/ 

· March 2-3rd   2 Day Summit on the Economy and New Opportunities for the Non Profit Sector in Colorado, Regis University  to register  www.our3.org 

· March 5-6th  RMLUI Annual Land Use Conference, Denver   www.law.du.edu/rmlui 

· March 10th Colorado Water Roundtable Discussion Workforce Issues Impacting Small Systems,  Denver   For more information  edrew@rcac.org or to register  www.rcac.org under Trainings and Events 

· March 11th   2009 Lower South Platte Water Symposium at NJC in Sterling  Request a registration form at 970-345-0508 or 970-345-2287 

· March 18th  Sterling Workforce Center Annual Job Fair  -  to register your business call 970-522-9340 

· March 27th  2009 TeleHealth Symposium   www.coruralhealth.org 

· Apr 3-4th   Club 20 Spring Meeting 

· Apr 6-8th  -10th Annual Colorado Rural Health Clinics Forum  April 6-8, 2009 in Lakewood   www.coruralhealth.org 
Apr 29-May 1st   Economic Developer's Council of Colorado  -  Grand Junction  http://edcconline.org 

  May 14th  Climate Change Impacts on Small Systems    edrew@rcac.org 

  Jun 8-10th   Colorado Counties Summer Conference - www.ccionline.org 

  Jun 16-19th   Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference - Vail   www.cml.org 

  Jun 25-26th   Rural Health Conference in Fort Morgan    aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jul 16-17  Rural Health Conference in Alamosa   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jul 23rd   Water and Health - Emerging Contaminants, Endocrine Disrupters   edrew@rcac.org 

  Aug 6-7th  Rural Health Conference in Glenwood Springs   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 27-28th  Rural Health Conference in Rocky Ford   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 28 - Sep 7th  Colorado State Fair 

  Sep 10th  Greening Infrastructure:  Sustainable Water Infrastructure  edrew@rcac.org 

  Sep 11-12th  Club 20 Fall Conference 

  Sep 25-26th  Action 22 Annual Conference 

  Oct 14-16th  Governor's Tourism Conference 

  Oct 13-16th Housing Colorado Annual Conference   Breckenridge  www.housingcolorado.org
MEMBERSHIP
 

 Thanks to the new and renewing members who have invested in Northeastern Colorado. 
 
2009  New Members
 

Adams 

Arapahoe 

     Central Colorado Area Health Education 
     Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association 
Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Kit Carson 

Elbert 
Larimer 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Morgan 

      Fort Morgan Area Chamber of Commerce
Phillips 
Sedgwick 
Washington

Weld 

       KnockOut Partners Real Estate
Yuma 
Statewide 

 

Reinvestments for January -March 2009  
 
  Washington County

 Morgan County REA

 Plains Telephone

 City of Aurora

 Highline Electric Assoc

 Bank of Colorado

 Robert Bledsoe

 Xcel Energy

 Union Pacific

 First National Bank-Hugo

 High Plains Bank

 Curt Soehner

 Ann Soehner

 Town of Hugo

 Mitch Albert

 Lucile Bledsoe

 Colorado Association of Realtors

 Tri State Generation & Transmission

 Morgan County Economic Development

 Mountain View Electric

 Eastern Colorado Workforce

 Don Ament

 Grant Bledsoe

 Burlington Record

 Allen Mitchek Feed

 United Power

 Morgan County

 NE Colorado Housing

 Sedgwick County

City of Yuma 

 
 
 
 Douglas County

 City of Brush

 Rural Solutions

 Town of Bennett

 Yuma County

 First Pioneer National Bank - Holyoke

 Ports to Plains

 City of Holyoke

 PC Telecom

 Trevor Tuell

 Arapahoe County

 CHFA

 Centennial AHEC

 YW Electric

 East Central COG

 Lincoln County

 Northeast Colorado Health Department

 Town of Akron

 Phillips County

 Town of Limon

 Town of Julesburg

 Town of Hillrose

 

 

 

 

 

TO GO FAST - GO ALONE        -               TO GO FAR - GO AS A GROUP 
 
 Joining Progressive 15 is a small investment in a group that is advocating for the interests of Northeastern Colorado.
 
In the coming year as economic times are tough, it is even more important for you and your business to be a part of a group that will continually keep the best interests of our region in front of our state and federal elected officials and state and federal agencies.  
 
Give yourself the gift of access and knowledge by joining us.
 
 www.progressive15.org/membership.htm
REWARDS
 

Membership drives have turned out to be "non starters" with the momentum hard to keep up and everyone being so busy.  However, I do want reward those who help grow the organization.   So - no more deadlines or contests - just a reward system.

 

1st new member recruited - Progressive 15 cap or visor 

3rd new member recruited - Progressive 15 t shirt or sweatshirt 

5th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Golf or Denim Shirt 

7th new member recruited - Progressive 15 tote briefcase or zippered leather notebook

10th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Jacket

 

1 new member:

 

Barry Gore

Deni Coryell

David Foy

Don Rutledge

Chuck Rech   (2)

 

3 new members:

 

5 new members:

 

10 new members:

SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
· Spring Conference 

· Standing Committee Meetings 

· Fall Conference 

· Website Advertising  

· Resource Directory Advertising  

Sponsorship/Advertising Reservation Form:    www.progressive15.org/meetingsevents.htm 
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