		
"Providing A Voice For Northeast Colorado" 

	[image: image1]

		 Update
April 30, 2009
	
		Dear Catherine,
Reminder:

 

To get information on the legislation we are tracking go to our website at www.progressive15.org  We have separate dossiers for each standing committee on our home page.

  

If you know of a bill you think we should be tracking and it isn't on the list, let us know.

 

The website link is updated every night to give you the most up-to-date information.

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

 

From Aurora:
 
Aurora's Prairie Waters is an innovative project that uses a sustainable water supply by recapturing river water, such as non-native flows,  to provide drought insurance and additional capacity.  Prairie Waters starts with alluvial wells and a riverbank filtration system by Brighton to provide a natural cleansing process which has been proven to be effective in removal of many emerging compounds, such as pharmaceuticals.  From these wells, water is piped 34 miles south to the Aurora Reservoir Water Purification Facility, which finishes the water using state of the art technology, such as ultraviolet oxidation and activated carbon treatment. This $754 million project  is on track for competition in late 2010.
 

 

Spotlight your business or association or county or city here. Send article of 100-120 words  to Cathy. 
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		SPRING CONFERENCE WRAP UP: 
Burlington, CO was a great location for our Spring Conference and thanks to Deni Coryell - her work in advance made my job the easiest ever.   As always the weather was exciting on the Eastern Plains but the moisture was welcome. 

 

Thank you to our guest speakers:  Greg Etl, Cheryl Scofield, Danyel Brenner, Larry Worth, Stuart Sanderson, Jennifer Beck and Bob Mailander.  Some of their presentations are already on our website and others will be soon.   www.progressive15.org
 

Despite the weather Governor Bill Ritter was able to fly in and join us for breakfast then spend about an hour in conversation with us on a myriad of topics.

 

Special thank you to members Dennis and Debby Coryell who hosted our social/networking time on Thursday evening.   Having dinner at Old Town Saloon and getting to share in the talents of the local high school youth was the highlight of the conference.
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It was fun to catch up with Senator Wayne Allard and his wife Joan and Speaker Andrew Romanoff as we inducted them into our Legislative Hall of Fame.
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WANTED: 
1. Looking for local artists in each county.  We are going to use their artwork as recognition for our Alumni of the Plans and Legislative Hall of Fame from now on.  If you know someone in your county let us know and we will contact them.

2. Co-chair for Local Government standing committee

3. Stories on your business or community or organization  (100-120 words)

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS - WHERE THE WORK IS DONE!     
 

July 15th  -  Julesburg   

· Ag, Water & Natural Resources 

· Local Government 

· Health & Human Services
July 22nd - Hudson
· Transportation & Energy 
· Business Affairs & Labor 
· Education 
Start thinking about ideas you might have for resolutions or policy statements that you would like to have considered at the standing committee meetings.  
 

· Resolutions on are a more specific subject and more formal 

· Policy statements are general statements of  beliefs 

· Principles - usually developed in concept and then other groups are found to join in and finalize

(Examples of  all are on our website to give you ideas. Currently we are working on resolutions for support of CRP and Enterprise Zones. )
 These resolutions and policy statements give us guidance as new bills are introduced each year in session.  If we already have a position it is quicker and much easier to take action.

 In order for you to have your idea considered you will need to get them to the office by the 1st of July.   Have an idea, but not sure how to put it down, let us know and we will help you.

 

Also the standing committee meetings might have a speaker and will review current resolutions, policy statements, etc. to see if they need changed or renewed or deleted.

 

This is the one set of meetings that decisions are made and voting is done - each member gets one vote.

 

Registration is already available on our website under meetings and events.  $20/person per meeting or both meetings for $30/person.

 

NOW SECURING:    Sponsors 

 

FALL CONFERENCE PREVIEW 

HOT!   HOT!    HOT!

 

September 17-18, 2009      Castle Rock
 

Exploration of the  following topics and their impacts on NE Colorado, followed with a hands on, interactive segment on "what would we do".
 
· Climate Change 
· Regional Development (community & economic) 

· State's Fiscal Structure
Alumni of the Plains will be honored at Thursday night dinner and Board Meeting will be Thursday morning
 NOW SECURING:    1) Nominations for Alumni   2)  Sponsors
PROGRESSIVE 15 NEWS  
 

 
· Progressive 15 took new positions at their Board Meeting in Burlington 

· Resolution to Oppose any new oversight of Tri State Generation & Transmission by the PUC 

· Signed on to a letter with Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce and 25 other groups which was delivered to Senators Udall and Bennet opposing Card Check legislation at the national level.
· Progressive 15 has taken the following positions for this legislative session: 

· Support of SB 108 the Governor's FASTER legislation.  Major changes in the bill include removing the indexing on fees for bridge and road safety; total removal of the Mileage Based Revenue Commission and Pilot.   While not addressing all the needs it is a start without redirecting money allocations already in place.  We will continue to study other funding proposals as they arise.  LAST MINUTES CHANGES HAVE CAUSED US SOME CONCERN AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE PROCESS FOR ALLOCATION OF THIS MONEY.  WE HAVE SHARED OUR CONCERN WITH OUR PARTNERS AND THE GOVERNOR  - Signed by Governor 
· Support of HB 1255 regarding the role of DOW in connection with the new Oil & Gas Regs.  Power should rest with the Commission with other state agencies just providing input.  THIS BILL WAS "POSTPONED INDEFINITELY" IN COMMITTEE
· Support - HB 1010  - Expanding Film Production in Colorado - Sent to Governor
· Support - SB 171 - Customized training program for new energy economy will help our community colleges and create a trained workforce for jobs in the region - Sent to Governor
· Support - SB 173 - Tourism is a large part of economic development in our region even if we aren't a destination location.   Some discussion surrounded the need to make sure all areas of the state have opportunity to be funded.
· Continuing to Monitor HB 1001 - We understand rural jobs have been dropped to 5.  We still have some concerns that we haven't been able to convey a true understanding of rural economies.   One or two jobs can make a major difference in the local economy and some areas will only get that impact from expansion or retention of existing jobs rather than new business.  - Sent to Governor  
· Oppose HB 1176- Minor driver instruction permit license
· Oppose SB 131 - Require physical activity public schools
· Oppose SB 221 - Property Tax Credit to Support Ed  POSTPONED INDEFINITELY
· Support SB 123 - Healthy Choices Dropout Prevention
· Support HB 1129 - pilot project for rainwater capture
· Support HB 1174 - exemption of depletions from pumping that occurred prior to 1974   Signed by Governor
· Oppose SB 106 - Water Supply Reserve Account Extension  
· Oppose HB 1056 - Solid Waste Disposal Admin Penalties
· Oppose HB 1277 - Requirement that electric utilities provide their customers with information about the fuel mix used in the generation of electricity - POSTPONED INDEFINITELY
· Support HB 1111 - Health Resources for Underserved Areas
· Support SB 002 - Motor Vehicle Fee for Emergency Services
· Oppose SB 228 - Removing 6% cap on budget
· Support HB 1271 - Funding Allocation from Amendment 50
· Oppose HB-1344 - Inflation Med Malpractice Damages - opposed last year  - Lost in House
· Oppose HB-1323 - Coop Elec Assn Energy Efficiency Program
· Progressive 15 welcomes Commissioner Steve Boand from Douglas County as our newest Board Member.   He will be representing the members based in his county.
PROGRESSIVE 15 CALENDAR
 

  

Month
Date
Event
Location
January
28
Legislative Day at the State Capitol
Denver
April
16-17
Spring Conference
Burlington
 
 
 
 
June
19
Board Meeting   10 am - 2 pm
Holyoke
 
 
 
 
July
15
Standing Committee Meeting (Ag, Natural Resources, Water; Health & Human Services; Local Government)
Julesburg
 
 
 
 
 
22
Standing Committee Meeting (Business Affairs & Labor; Education; Transportation & Energy)
Hudson
 
 
 
 
September
17-18
Fall Conference
Castle Rock
 
 
 
 
October / November
TBA
County Member Caucuses (to elect board reps and discuss county specific issues)
Morgan, Weld, Phillips, Sedgwick, Kit Carson, Washington, Logan
 
 
 
 
December
7
Strategic Planning Meeting (Board/Alternates, Committee chairs/ co chairs)   10 am - 3 pm
Fort Morgan
  

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
NEWS: 

· Board and Commission appointments from Progressive 15 area: 

· State Ag Commission:  Don Rutledge, Yuma; Brad Rock, Wray 

· Board of Dental Examiners:  Noble Wallace, Aurora; Dr. Peter 
Carlesimo, Ft Collins; Dr. G. Garo Chalian, Castle Rock; Annette Isenhart, Stratton; Lisa M. Reitmaier, Aurora 

· Mental Health Advisory Board:  Christopher J.McKinney, Loveland 

· Colorado Water Conversation Board:  Eric W.Wilkinson, Greeley reappointment
· Colorado Regional Health Information Organization will be the entity to receive health information technology funds through the ARRA and shall provide leadership and coordination of health information technology related efforts across Colorado  www.corhio.org 

· If you are a minority or woman owned business make sure your business is registered in the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade's Small Business Direstory - It is free   www.advancecolorado.com - click on business resources; then Minority and Women-Owned Busiess; then Finding Minority & Women Owned Businesses 

· Governor issues transparency in state government executive order which creates TOP the Transparency Online Project with expenditures to be online by Sept 1st and revenues by January 1, 2010. Order covers department and agencies under Governor's control and Attorney General, Secretary of State and State Treasurer have agreed to participate. To be included: 

· Department Search 
· Type of spending Search 
· Vendor Search
· Community Health Centers receiving ARRA funds from our region: 

· Sunrise Community Health, Evans; Plan de Salud del Valle, Inc, Ft Lupton; Limon Drs Committee dba Plains Medical, Limon
· CHFA brings Stimulus Dollars to Homebuyers through the CHFA JumpStart program for first time home buyers.   jmartinez@chfainfo.com 

· Rep Mike Coffman unveiled a proposal to give tax breaks to people who buy water-saving toilets,sprinkler systems and other items for their houses.  He noted that state faces an estimated 630,000-acre-foot water supply shortfall by 2030. 

· Summer Youth Employment program funded by ARRA - contact your local workforce center for more information 

· Bennet, Udall, Markey push to secure loan resources for Colorado farmers as Greeley bank closure, economy take their toll.  The have asked that additional money and staff be available through FSA for their existing loan programs to help qualified farmers who need the funds for spring plantings, farmhands and cow feed. 

· Congress passes Bennet Rural Health Amendment with Budget.  The Bennet-Roberts (R-Kansas) amendment creates a deficit-neutral (PAYGO) reserve fund to address systemic inequities in the Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements program that impede access to primary care and outpatient services, hospitals and an adequate supply of a health care workforce. 

· Markey-Rehberg (R-Montana) bill protects technology funds for rural schools by preventing application of Anti-Deficiency Act to USF.  This bill make a yearly exemption by Congress permanent. 

· Colorado Film Commission wants to market all parts of the state  - send you digital photos by e mail to    
· laura.grey@coloradofilm.org 

· Governor's Energy Office (GEO) will allocate a portion of the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act funds to "shovel-ready" energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.  For more information   www.colorado.gov/energy/recovery/shovel-ready.asp and www.colorado.gov/energy/recovery
EVENTS:
  May 3-4 - Colorado's Safety Net:  Building and Monitoring Caring Communities  Golden  info@coloradohealthinstitute.org 

  May 14th  Climate Change Impacts on Small Water & Wastewater Systems    http:www.rcac.org/events.aspx?292 

  May 15th - US Government and Prime Contractor Procurement Conference, Arvada,  www.jeffco.org 

  Jun 8-10th   Colorado Counties Summer Conference - www.ccionline.org 

  Jun 16-19th   Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference - Vail   www.cml.org 

  Jun 25-26th   Rural Health Conference in Fort Morgan    aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jun 25-26  Colorado Livestock Association "Protein for Profit" Convention 

  Jul 16-17  Rural Health Conference in Alamosa   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Jul 23rd   Water and Health - Emerging Contaminants, Endocrine Disrupters   edrew@rcac.org 

  Aug 6-7th  Rural Health Conference in Glenwood Springs   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 27-28th  Rural Health Conference in Rocky Ford   aw@coruralhealth.org 

  Aug 28 - Sep 7th  Colorado State Fair 

  Sep 10th  Greening Infrastructure:  Sustainable Water Infrastructure  edrew@rcac.org 

  Sep 11-12th  Club 20 Fall Conference 

  Sep 25-26th  Action 22 Annual Conference 

  Oct 14-16th  Governor's Tourism Conference 

  Oct 13-16th Housing Colorado Annual Conference   Breckenridge  www.housingcolorado.org 

MEMBERSHIP
 Thanks to the new and renewing members who have invested in Northeastern Colorado. 
 
2009  New Members - Our Goal 1 New Member from Each County
 

Adams 

Arapahoe 

     Central Colorado Area Health Education 01/09 
     Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association 03/09
Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Kit Carson 

     Norma Pankratz
Elbert 
Larimer 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Morgan 

      Fort Morgan Area Chamber of Commerce  02/09
Phillips 
Sedgwick 
Washington

Weld 

       KnockOut Partners Real Estate  01/09 
       The Wild Animal Sanctuary   3/09

Yuma 

       Rural Communities Resource Center  4/09
Statewide 

 

Reinvestments: 

 

Prairie Development Corp                    Perry Buck                           Dennis & Debby Coryell

Colorado Rural Health Center              Mike Benson                      Don Rutledge

Newland Communities                          Kindra Mulch                      Dean Wingfield

Lewis Frank                                             Banner Health                     NE CO Assoc of Local Gov

City of Wray                                           Denise Denton                   

 

 

TO GO FAST - GO ALONE        -               TO GO FAR - GO AS A GROUP 
 
 Joining Progressive 15 is a small investment in a group that is advocating for the interests of Northeastern Colorado.
 
In the coming year as economic times are tough, it is even more important for you and your business to be a part of a group that will continually keep the best interests of our region in front of our state and federal elected officials and state and federal agencies.  
 
Give yourself the gift of access and knowledge by joining us.
 
 www.progressive15.org/membership.htm
 

REWARDS
 

Membership drives have turned out to be "non starters" with the momentum hard to keep up and everyone being so busy.  However, I do want reward those who help grow the organization.   So - no more deadlines or contests - just a reward system.

 

 

· 1st new member recruited - Progressive 15 cap or visor 

· 3rd new member recruited - Progressive 15 t shirt or sweatshirt 

· 5th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Golf or Denim Shirt 

· 7th new member recruited - Progressive 15 tote briefcase or zippered leather notebook 

· 10th new member recruited - Progressive 15 Jacket

 

1 new member:

 

Barry Gore                             Deni Coryell                                         David Foy

Don Rutledge                       Chuck Rech   (2)                                   Kari Linker

Mitch Albert

 

3 new members:
 

5 new members:
 

10 new members:
SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
· Spring Conference 

· Standing Committee Meetings 

· Fall Conference 

· Website Advertising  

· Resource Directory Advertising  

Sponsorship/Advertising Reservation Form:    www.progressive15.org/meetingsevents.htm 
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